Ch. 10- The Triumph of White Men’s Democracy
Jackson and the Politics of Democracy-

The era of Jacksonian democracy

The Election of 1824 and J.Q. Adam’s Administration-

· The Election of 1824 was filled with possible candidates:
· J.Q. Adams
· Henry Clay
· John C. Calhoun
· William Crawford
· Andrew Jackson
· Out of all of the candidates, Jackson had the least political clout, he only had his status as a military hero from the War of 1812
· John C. Calhoun and William Crawford would drop out of the presidential race, giving Jackson more of a chance
· The election was very close and was thrown into the House of Representatives to decide the victor
· Adams was given the presidency
· Clay supposedly swayed representatives to vote for Adams
· Adams named Clay as his secretary of state 
· Known as the “Corrupt Bargain”
· Nationalistic programs weren’t favored because of the recent depression and the public distrust of national bank
· Adams neglected public opinion and expanded federal activity
· New Congress elected in 1826 was more favorable to Jackson and their main objective was this issue of the tariff
· The Tariff of Abominations was an intricate Jacksonian plot that backfired
· First early example of special interest groups
Jackson Comes to Power

· The campaign of 1828 for Jackson for president actually started in 1824 with corrupt bargain of Adams
· Jackson’s supports began to organize on a state and local level

· Supporters of Jackson such as Martin Van Buren and John C. Calhoun were pivotal in the opposition of the “American System”

· Laid the groundwork for the first modern political party- the Democratic party

· Electioneering techniques used on a massive scale

· Deeper popular engagement in politics

· Slanderous campaigning

· True representation of the common people

· Jackson won the popular vote against J.Q. Adams
· Jackson possessed many traits that deemed him one of the most forceful presidents:

· Forceful will

· Prickly pride

· Violent temper and action

· Tough and resourceful

· “Spoils System”

· Rotation of officeholders, somewhat like patronage

· Jackson was the first to defend its link to democracy

· Jackson completely rearranged his cabinet and soon there were tensions forming between he and his VP J.C. Calhoun with the Peggy Eaton Affair:
Indian Removal Act

· Major policy question of the Jackson Administration was the issue of Native Americans

· Indian Removal was not a new concept, but the Jackson Administration would actually plan and organize the removal process

· The Cherokee nation had enclaves in Georgia, North Carolina, Alabama and Tennessee and refused to move

· The issue of Indian Removal in the House and the Senate was a very heated debate which was a narrow win in both houses
· Jackson condoned the states’ rights over Indian rights in Worchester v. Georgia 
· Cherokee held out until 1838, but eventually moved out

· Trail of Tears
· 4,000 of 16,000 marchers died because of harsh conditions

· Highlighted the greedy and prejudiced of the Jackson

The Nullification Crisis

· The fear of encroaching states right’s would be the catalyst for the nullification crisis

· John C. Calhoun would become the champion of states’ rights and would abandon his support of nationalism and the American system

·  A statement written anonymously by Calhoun deemed the Tariff of Abominations unconstitutional, this would spur nullification.
· Calhoun was Jackson’s VP thinking that Jackson would support the South and reverse the Tariff of Abominations to protect the South agricultural economy
· Calhoun and Jackson soon came at odds with one another, Martin Van Buren would be seen as the successor
· Although Jackson was for states’ rights and holding to the Constitution, he did not acquiesce on the issue of nullification, which furthered the divide between Jackson and Calhoun
· Federal power should be held in check
· Calhoun openly led the charge on nullification in 1830-31 stating that the states had the right to set aside federal law
· Arguments over nullification came to a head when South Carolina convened and overwhelming voted to nullify the Tariff of Abomination
· This shocked Jackson, denouncing nullification as treason and asked Congress to use the army to reinforce the tariff
· Force Act of 1833 acted as a compromise between Jackson and the “nullifiers”
· Gave Jackson the military power he wanted to reinforce the tariff
· Lowered the tariff for states
· The philosophy implied the right of secession as well as the right to declare laws of Congress null and void
· South Carolina was really the only southern slave state that participated in the nullification process
· The nullification crisis alarmed some Southerners because it showed Jackson’s force against the states that denied federal authority and further stratified the supremacy of the federal government over the states
The Bank War and the Second Party System-

· Jackson’s most important and controversial display of power came with the Bank War
· The concept of democracy was threatened with the attack of the national bank

· The new party formation of the Whigs would increase opposition to Jackson and his policies

Mr. Biddle’s Bank

· The National Bank was under high speculation as a result of the Panic of 1819

· Nicholas Biddle took over as the bank’s presidency in 1823 and regained public confidence

· Very knowledgeable about banking and currency, but very vain and arrogant

· Curb the boom and bust cycle in the economy

· There was too much power to too few in the banking world

· The Bank was a chartered monopoly

· The Bank tended to be blamed for anything that went wrong with the economy

· It possessed great power and privilege without being under public control 
