The Road to War
______I can analyze the causes of WWII in Europe and the Pacific. (HSCE 7.2.1)

	The Great Depression
	· German economy collapsed because forced to pay war reparations

· Other nations suffered for heavy repayments they had to make to the US for financial support during the war                                 

· Dawes Plan-US gives money to pay back to England, England pays US
· Resulted in political and economic upheaval

· 1929 the stock market crashed in America and spread to Europe and the UK

· Millions lost jobs creating widespread unemployment and social unrest

· U.S. FDR establishes New Deal

· 1933 Hitler came to power and promised to end unemployment by putting Germans back to work and restoring German power in Europe



	Stalin and Communist Russia
	· Russia was now a totalitarian state where the government was a dictatorship that tried to have total authority over every aspect 
· Lenin dies in 1924 leaving Stalin to become the dictator of Russia
· U.S. recognizes in 1933


	Mussolini’s Italy
	· Fascist seizure of power ending democracy 

· Socialist leader running for election killed

· Church supported Mussolini because he recognized Vatican as independent and gave him $$$$$
· Repression of women but not persecution of Jews until late in W.W.II


	Hitler’s Road to Power
	· Trial after attempted coup brought him and his Nazi party publicity

· Party remained small until 1929

· While in jail wrote Mein Kampf or “my solution” outlining desire to achieve German racial supremacy and domination of Europe under dictatorship

· Depression and condition of Versailles put scare into Germans and made Nazi party attractive  

· During elections communist party was gaining votes

· 1932 the Nazi Party was largest in Reichstag

· Weimer Republic attacked for not getting Germany out of depression and for signing treaty of Versailles
· Hitler skilled politician and master of propaganda using psychological techniques in speeches

· Enabling Act: Legally appointed chancellor in 1933 with absolute dictatorial power



	The Nazi party
	· Germany became one-party state where any other political party was illegal

· Nazis took over every aspect of life 

· Strikes forbidden and unions abolished

· Publishing houses and universities came under Nazi power (book Burning)

· The Gestapo or secret police used terror to strengthen Hitler’s power 

· Anyone who opposed Hitler or the Nazi party was executed

	Nazi Expansion

And Early Events of the War

	· Territory needed for the superior race

· Agreement with England on the Navy ’35
· Germany and Italy (later Japan) formed military alliance Axis Powers ‘36
· Occupied Rhineland in ’36
· US passes Neutrality laws banning foreign travel on warring vessels and directly shipping munitions to warring nations ‘35-‘39
· US gunboats and oil tankers attacked by Japanese, 54% AM’s wish to reduce role
· Hitler invades Czechoslovakia in ’38, ’39
· Munich Conference: Appeasement ‘38
· Annex Austria ‘38

· Non-Aggression Pact between Hitler and Stalin signed in August ‘39
· Invaded Poland in September ’39

· Invasion of Poland, Hitler used “Blitzkrieg” or lightening war
· Allied powers declare war 

· U.S. amends Neutrality Act to sell supplies to allies
· 1940 election FDR promises to keep America out of war
· Britain and France form the Maginot Line

· Hitler took Denmark and Norway in April

· Holland, Belgium and Lux. fell

· By May 1940- Germans cross through forests and take France
· Germany established Vichy or puppet gov 
· British cities bombed, never taken due to radar
· 1940-Lend Lease Act to provide supplies to non-Axis countries

· 1941 Hitler disregards the Non-Aggression pact and invades Russia

	A New British Leader
	· Fall of France, up to Britain to fight 

· Churchill becomes PM in May of ’40 and leads against the Germans in the “Battle of Britain”

	Tensions Mount in the Atlantic
	· Spring 1942 German subs creating path of destruction

· FDR issues “shoot-on-sight”

· FDR and Churchill meet secretly August ’41 and sign Atlantic Charter calling for self-determination, freedom of international trade, equal access to raw materials, disarming aggressive nations, and ridding the world of fear and poverty

	Japan Attacks
	· July ’41 Japanese expansion into French Indochina cause a freeze on Japanese assets in the U.S. and an embargo of shipments of gasoline, tools, scrap iron, and steel

· Japan freezes American assets in Japan

· Oct ’41 Hideki Tojo becomes PM

· Nov ’41 send “peace mission” to U.S. demanding an end to embargo and unfreeze assets

· U.S. had broken code Japanese used to communicate from D.C. to Tokyo and knew of plan to attack

· December 7, 1941 Japanese attack Pearl Harbor “Date which will live in infamy”

· Core of Pacific fleet anchored there, 20 U.S. warships, 200 aircraft destroyed

· 2,400 Americans killed, including 1,103 entombed on the USS Arizona

· Carriers out to sea


