
 
 Unit 4:  Imperialism and World War One (1870-1920) 
 
Essential Questions: 

1. How did imperialism characterize the late 1800s-mid 1900s?  Explain the wars and actions (from 
1870s to 1919) that the United States entered into in regard to imperialism.   

2. How were U.S. citizens and people living elsewhere affected personally, socially, and politically by 
the Spanish-American War and World War One? 

3. Evaluate the United States’ position in the world in 1919.   
 
Learning Targets: 
 
_____I can EXPLAIN and ANALYZE the growth of U.S. global power in the late 1800s and early 1900s. (6.2.1) 

_______I can locate Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Philippines, Hawaii, and the Panama Canal on a map. 
 _______I can explain and analyze the causes of imperialism in the world. 

_______I can explain the causes of the Spanish American War. 
 _______I can explain the Philippine Revolution, Open Door Policy, and Roosevelt Corollary. 
 _______I can analyze the role that the Spanish-American War played in expanding America’s global  

   influence. 
 
_____I can ANALYZE and EXPLAIN the causes of World War I and America’s role in the war. (HSCE 6.2.2) 
 _______I can explain the underlying causes of World War I.  

_______I can explain the obvious causes of World War I.   
_______I can explain why America was neutral at the beginning of WWI.  
_______I can identify the reasons America entered WWI.   
_______I can identify how America helped the war effort. 

 
_____I can ANALYZE the domestic (home front) impact of WWI on America. (HSCE 6.2.3) 

_______ I can identify the new government agencies created during WWI (e.g. War Industries Bd).  
_______I can identify the new legislation passed during WWI.   
_______I can explain and analyze how the economy changed during WWI.  
_______I can determine why the U.S. government expanded the economy.  
_______I can determine how and why the government grew larger during WWI.  
_______I can explain how and reason why civil liberties were restricted by the government during 
            WWI.   
_______I can analyze the role that WWI played in women gaining the right to vote. 

 
_____I can explain and analyze President Wilson’s “Fourteen Points.” (HSCE 6.2.4) 
 
_____I can explain and analyze how and why opponents of Wilson (both here at home and abroad) disagreed  
         with his “Fourteen Points.” (HSCE 6.2.4) 
 
_____I can explain and analyze how new technology changed weaponry and warfare. 
 
_____I can explain how the underlying conflicts in Europe were the true causes of WWI. 
 
_____I can explain the Treaty of Versailles and analyze its successes and failures. 
 
_____I can analyze the legacy of the outcome of WWI for the world.  
 
_____I can explain the causes of the Russian Revolution 
 



Unit 4 (Chapters 11 and 12) Imperialism and the Great War 
 

1. Imperialism 
2. Kipling and “The White Man’s Burden” 
3. Spheres of Influence 
4. Acquisition of Hawaii 
5. Open Door Policy 
6. The Boxer rebellion 
7. Japan’s influence in the pacific 
8. McKinley and the Spanish American War 
9. Conflict in Cuba 
10. Puerto Rico 
11. Jose Marti 
12. William Randolph Hearst  
13. Yellow Journalism 
14. The USS Maine 
15. Lome’s letter 
16. Emilio Aguinaldo 
17. Teddy Roosevelt  
18. Rough Riders 
19. The Spanish American War-Cause and Effect 
20. Territory Gained from Spain 
21. The conquest and rule over the Philippines 
22. Expansionists 
23. Anti-Imperialists 
24. Protectorate 
25. The Panama Canal 
26. The Roosevelt Corollary 
27. Dollar Diplomacy 
28. Causes of the Great War 
29. Nationalism 
30. Militarism 
31. Alliances 
32. Tripe Entente 
33. Allied Powers 
34. Central Powers 
35. Conflict in Bosnia 
36. Franz Ferdinand 
37. Stalemate 
38. No Man’s-land 
39. Trench warfare 
40. Battle of Marne 
41. Battle of the Somme 
42. Red Baron 
43. Weapons 
44. US neutrality 
45. The Lusitania 
46. German U-boats 
47. Sussex Pledge 
48. National defense Act 
49. Zimmerman Note 
50. Wilson’s Declaration of War 
51. Selective Service Act 
52. Mobilization (Troops, Workers, Women, Volunteers, Leaders) 
53. Conserving Resources 
54. General Pershing 



55. Hoover 
56. War Industries Board 
57. National War Labor Board 
58. The Great Migration 
59. Propaganda 
60. Opposition and Sedition 
61. The Russian Revolution 
62. The Bolsheviks 
63. Battle of the Argonne Forest 
64. Wilson’s 14 Points 
65. New Nations Created 
66. League of Nations 
67. The Treaty of Versailles 
68. The Big Four 
69. The Guilt Clause 
70. Henry Cabot Lodge 
71. The Impact of War 
72. November 11 


