
Unit 4:  Imperialism and World War I    Yellow Journalism and the Spanish-American War 
 
Essential Questions: How did imperialism characterize the late 1800s-mid 1900s?  Explain the wars/actions that the U.S engaged in as a result of 
imperialism.   
 
Outcomes 

• I can analyze and explain the growth of U.S global power in the late 1800s and the early 1900s. 
• I can explain the causes of the Spanish American War. 

 
Directions:  As a “yellow journalist” writing for Hearst or Pultizer, include the following to create a newspaper detailing the Spanish-American War (be 
sure to use sensational headings): 
 
An editorial in support of the war (explain your reasoning with details and examples).  
 
5 3 2 1 
 
 
An editorial opposed to the war (explain your reasoning with details and examples).  
 
5 3 2 1 
 
 
An editorial cartoon and a poem by Jose Marti detailing some aspect of the war. 
 
5 3 2 1  
 
 
An article attacking either William Randolph Hearst or Joseph Pultizer. 
 
5 3 2 1 
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